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Despite all the speculation on whether Gov. Andrew Cuomo will stick to his pledge to veto LATFOR’s gerrymandered and politically influenced district lines, there’s a growing possibility that he’ll never get the chance because the maps – as they currently stand – might not make it out of the Legislature at all. 

The governor himself seems to favor this option, telling lawmakers (via reporters at a Red Room Q-and-A yesterday): 

“You want me to veto the bill? Don’t pass it. How about that? Don’t vote for it. If it’s a bill that shouldn’t become law, then don’t pass it.”
Minority lawmakers in both chambers have been speaking out about the Senate’s plan, which they say disenfranchises black and Latino voters all over the state, but particularly in NYC, on Long Island and in the Rochester and Buffalo areas. 

The focus has been on the Senate GOP-controlled plan, but since both the Senate AND Assembly redistricting proposals must be in one bill (it remains to be seen what happens with the House lines), rejecting one would automatically result in the death of the other. 

There’s a lot of moving parts here. 

First of all, the LATFOR maps that will eventually end up before rank-and-file lawmakers for a vote – mostly likely within days of their return to the Capitol next week – will not be identical to those released last month. 

They will be “tweaked,” as Assemblyman Jack McEneny, the Democratic LATFOR co-chair, likes to say. The question is: By how much and will the changes be sufficient to pass muster with legislators who have expressed opposition to the current plans? 

Twenty-two Senate Democrats wrote Cuomo a letter urging him to keep his word and exercise his veto authority, reasoning that the courts will have more leeway to redraw the lines if he does – thanks to the recent Texas decision that some saw as upholding the primacy of the Legislature when it comes to redistricting. 

With a bloc of 22 votes, the Democrats would be able to block a veto override in the Senate, should it come to that. But they could not prevent the passage of a redistricting plan in the first place, unless the four-member IDC decides to play ball. (And why would they? They did pretty well in the GOP plan). 

In the Assembly, despite a lot of very public complaining, few Democrats – with the exception of Assemblyman Micah Kellner – have been willing to say definitively that they’ll vote “no” on even a tweaked version of the LATFOR plans, using the fact that they haven’t seen the final version as an excuse. 

Assemblyman Karim Camara, chair of the Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislative Caucus, who previously called the Senate’s plan “an assault on the Voting Rights Act” and said Cuomo should veto even an edited version, came close, but didn’t quite seal the deal, during a CapTon interview last night. 

As you can see, he left himself a little wiggle room, saying: 

“…We are very, very concerned, and the maps, as they exist, no I would not vote on the Senate maps.”

“In the Assembly, of course I’m an Assembly member, so some might say I cannot be objective, but I think outside experts have said the same thing, that in the Assembly LATFOR commission executed due diligence to consider the demographics, the change in the demographics of the district.”

“…So, the Senate lines, I was not sure. When I first saw it, I thought: They cannot be serious; it has to be a pre-April Fool’s joke or something of that nature. There is no way in the world that I would vote on those maps as they are currently.”
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